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Abstract 

This presentation will provide an overview of hydraulic fracturing, a technique employed by industry to extract oil 
and gas from unconventional reservoirs like the Bakken Play. It will include an explanation of conventional and 
unconventional oil and gas reservoirs,  why hydraulic fracturing is needed, how horizontal drilling and hydraulic 
fracturing are conducted, common fracturing fluid components and what the real risks are (or are not) from this 
practice. The presentation will be largely non-technical and geared towards the general public. 
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sources for the oil and gas industry, evaluation of conventional and unconventional materials for use in hydraulic 
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